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WhatWhat’’ss the the issueissue??

CrushingCrushing social problems in social problems in NunavikNunavik

NunavikNunavik movingmoving towardtoward regional regional governmentgovernment
in 2011/2012in 2011/2012

NeedNeed for for contextcontext--specificspecific solutions to solutions to 
challengeschallenges



NunavikNunavik’’ss challengeschallenges
PhysicalPhysical and mental and mental healthhealth
HighHigh levelslevels of drug and of drug and alcoholalcohol abuseabuse
HighHigh costcost of of livingliving
PervasivePervasive childchild abuseabuse and and neglectneglect
ChildChild sexualsexual abuseabuse
HighHigh unemploymentunemployment
Positions of power held by non InuitPositions of power held by non Inuit
CriticallyCritically highhigh drop out ratesdrop out rates



ChallengesChallenges to to increasingincreasing educationaleducational
capacitycapacity in in NunavikNunavik

Elementary and middle school levels offered within Elementary and middle school levels offered within 
NunavikNunavik

About 50% of population does not complete high school About 50% of population does not complete high school 
(through grade 11)(through grade 11)

Post secondary education delivered outside regionPost secondary education delivered outside region
Vocational school based in Vocational school based in InukjjuaqInukjjuaq services all 14 services all 14 
communitiescommunities
About 4% aged 25 to 64 in Nunavik had university About 4% aged 25 to 64 in Nunavik had university 
degree versus 23%degree versus 23% for total Canadian population for total Canadian population 
(2006)(2006)



Residential SchoolsResidential Schools
Begun in 1849; numbered 80 at high point; operated Begun in 1849; numbered 80 at high point; operated 
over 130 yrsover 130 yrs
Removal of children from their homes; denial of identity Removal of children from their homes; denial of identity 
through attacks on language and spiritual beliefsthrough attacks on language and spiritual beliefs
Lack of basic adequate food, clothing and shelter, Lack of basic adequate food, clothing and shelter, 
medical services, healthy environmentsmedical services, healthy environments
Systemic abuseSystemic abuse-- physical, sexual, spiritual and physical, sexual, spiritual and 
emotionalemotional
““Our object is to continue until there is not a single Our object is to continue until there is not a single 
Indian in Canada that has not been absorbed into the Indian in Canada that has not been absorbed into the 
body politic and there is no Indian question body politic and there is no Indian question (Duncan (Duncan 
Campbell Scott, deputy superintendent general of Indian Campbell Scott, deputy superintendent general of Indian 
affairs, 1920).affairs, 1920).””



WhatWhat’’ss beingbeing triedtried todaytoday??

Resources Resources availableavailable for for educationeducation
LanguageLanguage preservationpreservation ((kindergartenkindergarten throughthrough
Grade 2)Grade 2)

But But therethere is still tis still tendencyendency to approach social to approach social 
issues from southern perspectiveissues from southern perspective
Limited prevention programs, limited Limited prevention programs, limited 
treatment programstreatment programs



Regional government not a cureRegional government not a cure--allall

Legislative authority for health, education, Legislative authority for health, education, 
social services institutions still remains with social services institutions still remains with 
QuebecQuebec’’s ministriess ministries
Even where traditional values and knowledge Even where traditional values and knowledge 
are reinstated, social work practices still be are reinstated, social work practices still be 
circumscribed by legal context of Quebeccircumscribed by legal context of Quebec
Inuit social workers still have to meet Inuit social workers still have to meet 
requirements of the requirements of the OrdreOrdre ProfessionnelProfessionnel des des 
TravailleursTravailleurs SociauxSociaux du Qudu Quéébec to practice in bec to practice in 
their communitiestheir communities



LearningLearning from from eacheach otherother

WhatWhat has has beenbeen youryour experienceexperience workingworking withwith groupsgroups
whowho have have beenbeen sociallysocially excludedexcluded??

In what ways can we work with communities as allies In what ways can we work with communities as allies 
to contribute to finding community solutions to social to contribute to finding community solutions to social 
problems? problems? 

In what ways can we use technology to engage and In what ways can we use technology to engage and 
network in ways that are meaningful and valuable for network in ways that are meaningful and valuable for 
geographically remote communities?geographically remote communities?



McGill School of Social Work McGill School of Social Work 
involvement in Inuit communitiesinvolvement in Inuit communities

EducationEducation::
Foundation/bridging year in Foundation/bridging year in NunavikNunavik
Bachelor of Social Work in Bachelor of Social Work in NunatsiavutNunatsiavut for for 
Inuit studentsInuit students
Indigenous Access McGillIndigenous Access McGill

ResearchResearch::
Community Capability and Development in Community Capability and Development in 
NunavikNunavik projectproject





Project OverviewProject Overview

To develop a foundation year for To develop a foundation year for NunavikNunavik
students which will prepare them for university students which will prepare them for university 
educationeducation

To adapt McGill 90To adapt McGill 90--credit Bachelor of Social credit Bachelor of Social 
Work degree to reflect Inuit student needs and Work degree to reflect Inuit student needs and 
Social Work practice requirements in Social Work practice requirements in 
NunatsiavutNunatsiavut



Guiding Principles for Guiding Principles for 
Nunavik/Nunatsiavut/McGillNunavik/Nunatsiavut/McGill projectproject
Infused with Infused with Inuit valuesInuit values
Equality Equality between Inuit organizations and between Inuit organizations and 
McGill University, between teachers and McGill University, between teachers and 
studentsstudents
Open communicationOpen communication
Engagement of and accountability to Engagement of and accountability to 
communitycommunity



Guiding PrinciplesGuiding Principles
Supporting students in own healing processSupporting students in own healing process
Inuit perspective in curriculumInuit perspective in curriculum and course and course 
content, and use content, and use Inuit approaches in teaching Inuit approaches in teaching 
processprocess
Graduates must be able to fGraduates must be able to function in both Inuit unction in both Inuit 
and mainstream worldsand mainstream worlds
Curriculum should acknowledge both Inuit Curriculum should acknowledge both Inuit 
reality and reality and broader Indigenous realitybroader Indigenous reality
Inuktitut LanguageInuktitut Language centredcentred curriculumcurriculum



Indigenous Access McGillIndigenous Access McGill

Program designed to provide support to First Program designed to provide support to First 
Nations, MNations, Méétitis, and Inuit students in health s, and Inuit students in health 
sciences and social work and adapt current sciences and social work and adapt current 
social work curriculum to reflect Indigenous social work curriculum to reflect Indigenous 
realities in Canada (McGill campus)realities in Canada (McGill campus)

Student supportStudent support
Summer supportSummer support
Curriculum DevelopmentCurriculum Development



From colonized region to globalized region?From colonized region to globalized region?

““One of [globalizationOne of [globalization’’s] essential points can be s] essential points can be 
said to be a global adaptation of a set of sosaid to be a global adaptation of a set of so--called called 
global standards to almost all areas of the global standards to almost all areas of the 
globeglobe……Therefore globalization can be Therefore globalization can be 
characterized as a process of reduction or characterized as a process of reduction or 
disappearance of disappearance of ‘‘othernessotherness’”’” ((NasuNasu, 2006), 2006)



Thank you! Mange Thank you! Mange taktak!!
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