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Erzsébet fights tor
Roma children’s rights

Social worker Erzsébet
Mohacsi from Budapest
fights discrimination
against Hungarian Roma
children and against

schools

Text and photos: Ota Tiefenbdck,
redaktionen@sl.dk

guaranteeing all of the coun-

try’s citizens equal rights.
But this is not always the case
in practice. 35 year old social
worker Erzsébet Mohacsi from
the capital city of Budapest beli-
eves that Hungarian Romas en-
counter discrimination from a
very young age. She finds this
fact disturbing.

“Many Hungarian schools
segregate their students. It is
prohibited by Hungarian law,
but there is no monitoring of
this area, which means that the
schools more or less are free to
do what they want. We attempt
to track down the schools where
this is happening and report it

I n Hungary, there is a law

Mohacsi.

She believes that segregation
at the schools contributes to
keeping the Roma population at

¢ that there is a space to register

. all of the cases of racial discrim-
¢ ination that the foundation con-
: stantly encounters throughout

! the country. The number of ring
¢ binders, folders and stacks of

: paper, as well as the large pile of
: copied materials in the adjacent
: copy room is clear evidence that
¢ there is plenty to deal with.

: Had to do something

i Erzsébet has always enjoyed

: working with children. There-
fore, she had not a moment’s

: doubt when it was time to

i choose a profession after com-
: pleting secondary school. She
to the authorities,” says Erzsébet :
: pedagogue. For some years af-
¢ ter completing her studies she
: worked ata special needs kin-
: dergarten for developmental-

: the bottom of Hungarian society :
¢ and that segregation is a direct
i cause of the low level of school-
: ing among Romas, making them :
¢ losers in society.

Erzsébet Mohacsi is the head

segregation in Hungarian : ©f the Chance for Children
: Foundation, with offices in a
multi-storey building in the Bu-
dapest centre. The office is sim-
¢ ply furnished. You will not find

¢ any designer furniture, leather

: sofas or framed posters here.

¢ They do not have the money,

¢ nor the need for these things.

The most important thing is

chose to study to become a

ly disabled children, a job she

: enjoyed. But in her work she
: noticed that there was a dis-

proportionately high number

¢ of children with a Roma back-
: ground.

“I'realised the injustices

: and the treatment that Roma

: children experience in Hun-

: garian society. I felt that I had

* no choice but to try and do

: something about the conditions
: Roma children live in here in

: Hungary. I felt that I was needed
¢ in a different place,” she says.

So Erzsébet Mohacsi quit her

: job at the kindergarten to chan-
: nel her work towards fighting ra-
: cial discrimination in Hungary.

Erzsébet took additional

: studies at the university in Bu-

: dapest. She studied Roma Stud-
: ies, a part of the universityis an-
: thropology department, thereby
: acquiring greater professional
competence in the area. Since
finishing her studies, Erzsébet

: has worked with Roma children.
i She has served as head of the

¢ Chance for Children Foundation
¢ for the past five years.

. Difficult conditions
Erzsébet Mohacsi believes that
: segregation of Roma children

: at Hungarian schools is a huge
¢ problem for both Roma chil-

: drenand Hungarian society in
: general. According to Erzsébet
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Mohacsi, up to one-third of all
Hungarian schools segregate
their students.

“Segregation of Roma chil-
dren takes place at about 900
Hungarian schools. About 180
schools are exclusively Roma
schools, over 700 schools have
Roma classes for either all or a
portion of schooling. In addi-
tion, many Roma children are
placed in schools for develop-
mentally disabled children,”
she explains, pointing to a pile
of papers that one of her col-
leagues is packing into a bag.

“We have to leave in an hour.
We have received a report on a
school in Taktahdrkany where
Roma students receive their
schooling in some of the sub-
jects on a lower level and with
less educated teachers. This is
the most common form of seg-

regation, but also the one that is

most difficult to combat, as it is

typically justified by saying they

are dealing with children who

cannot keep up with the normal :

i therefore already lag behind at

: preschool age. She believes that,
i in principle, Romas are exclud-

: ed from having their children

¢ cared for in day care centres.

schooling,” she says.

Excluded from day care
centres

Segregation of Roma children in
schools in not the only problem
Chance for Children is fight-

ing against. Erzsébet Mohacsi
sees a significant problem in the
fact that most Roma children do
not attend day care centres and

About Romas

“It is not because Romas do

: notwant to put their children
in day care centres, but be-

: cause there is a lack of capacity
¢ in the Hungarian institutions.

: Romas are often unemployed

- Romas (or gypsies) are a nomadic people who are thought to
come originally from Northern India.

- They were previously nomads who lived from trading.

- From 1500 to 1700, they were subject to persecution in many

parts of Europe.

- Subject to persecution during World War I, hundreds of
thousands of Roma perished in Nazi concentration camps.
- The total number of Romas worldwide is estimated at 10-15

million.

- About 700,000 Romas live in Hungary, which is about 6-8
percent of the total Hungarian population. Together with Ro-
mania and Bulgaria, Hungary has the largest Roma population

in the world.

¢+ and therefore must care for their :
children themselves. Thus, the
: children who actually have the
greatest need for stimulation
and care are denied access,”

: says Erzsébet Mohacsi.

This means that the major-

: ity of Roma children do not have :
i contact with the Hungarian ed-

¢ ucation system and ethnic Hun-
¢ garian children until they are six
: or seven years old, meaning that
: they are behind from the start.

“Some of the children only

: Social losers

¢ Erzsébet Mohacsi is convinced
: that segregation of Roma chil-
¢ dren from other children in

: Hungarian schools is one of

: the main reasons for Romasi

lack of integration into Hungar-

¢ ian society. Romas’ low level of
: schooling results in high unem-
ployment. Many live in abject

i poverty, which reinforces preju-
: dices about Romas.

According to statistics, only
about 10 percent of Roma chil-

: dren receive a secondary educa-
tion, whereas this figure is about
¢ 80 percent for ethnic Hungarian
¢ children. Erzsébet Mohacsi be-

: lieves that it is time for the Hun-
¢ garian society to do something

: speak Romani and cannot speak :
Hungarian when they begin :
school. Of course, this means

: that they cannot keep up with

: the schooling and are either

: separated from the other chil-

: dren orsent to a special needs

: school,” she says, adding that

: the number of children who

: receive special needs schooling
: in Hungary is four times higher
: than the EU average.

about this problem.
“Segregation in Hungarian

schools keeps the Roma people
. in the role of social losers. It

¢ reinforces the prejudices about
: Romas and contributes to eth-

: nic tensions in society and the

: strengthening of right-wing ex-
: tremist groups in society,” says
: Erzsébet Mohacsi.

Then, she packs her things

: quickly as her colleague waits
for her at the door. A short time

. later, she is in the car and on her
: way to yet another school.

AIEJI MAY 2009




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


